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An idea from New York, for Toronto: markets
underneath the Gardiner
Posted by John Michael McGrath on Tuesday, April 10, 2012

It's too clichéd for Toronto to continually be pining after whatever New York is doing any given month, but this
sounds like something that could be applicable at least in some parts of the Gardiner. From the New York Daily
News:

The Harlem Community Development Corp. (HCDC) is preparing a request for proposals to study how
the desolate, 22-block stretch under the Park Avenue Viaduct can become a thriving hub for 900
vendors, artisans and mini-businesses.

Known as “La Marqueta Mile,” the $50 million project would run from 111th St. to 132nd St.,
transforming what is now an ugly industrial streetscape best known for its vacant lots, fenced-off parking
and stalking posts for muggers.

In its place, state officials envision hundreds of little “jewelboxes” — stalls and kiosks ranging from 80 to
160 square feet — that would house mom-and-pop businesses on a 55-foot-wide promenade under the
elevated tracks.

The idea is similar in some ways to the Viaduc des Arts in Paris (pictured above), and other examples from cities
where elevated rail lines are more common.

In Toronto we've got an elevated freeway along our waterfront, and are regularly complaining about the way it
divides the city from the shore. It would be great if the city could give a serious look at this kind of idea. Obviously
it's not going to work everywhere under the Gardiner (Lake Shore Boulevard complicates things!) but this is
probably a more realistic way to humanize the Gardiner than other proposals, such as putting a green roof over
the entire length of the highway and building a linear park there.

Blog photo by La Citta Vita via Flickr.
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MORNINGFILE: CHARGES LAID IN DANZIG
SHOOTING, CITY URGES PEOPLE TO REPORT
COYOTE SIGHTINGS
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Police have laid a charge in the Monday night shooting
near Lawrence and Morningside. Nahom Tsegazab was
one of those injured in the shooting that...
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