
“...the money we received will support the crucial work of representing 
victims of domestic violence as they strive to flee abusive relationships 
and rebuild their lives...”  - Peggy Earisman, Director of Harlem Legal Services

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 522, Legislative Office Building • Albany, NY 12248 • 518-455-4793

DISTRICT OFFICE: Harlem State Office Building, 163 West 125th Street, Suite 911 

New York, NY 10027 • 212-866-5809

EMAIL: wrightk@assembly.state.ny.us

Assemblyman Keith L.T. Wright

Harlem Organizations Receive  
Helpful Funding from 2012 Budget

A Comeback for Harlem’s Legendary  
La Marqueta

Assemblyman Wright with Bill Richardson, former Governor 
of New Mexico, at Caucus Weekend 2012.

Assemblyman Wright and Governor Andrew Cuomo 
during Caucus Weekend 2012.

In its heyday, La Marqueta was an informal marketplace 
for vendors and merchants that brought livelihood and a true 
neighborhood feel to the streets of East Harlem.  The New 
York Times once referred to the marketplace as “the most 
visible symbol of the neighborhood.” La Marqueta was a re-
vered Harlem mainstay and hopefully, will regain its presence 
in our community through a planned revitalization program. 

The Harlem Community Development Corporation, which 
Assemblyman Wright chairs, has announced a new project to 
revitalize the once-booming La Marqueta. The new proposal, 
La Marqueta Mile, will encompass the original 22 block-
long open-air public market under the Park Ave Metro North 
elevated viaduct in East Harlem. The new renovations would 
bring immeasurable good to Harlem’s economy and commu-
nity as a whole. The new marketplace would help address the 
unemployment problem that Harlem faces by creating over 
4,000 new, living-wage jobs for local residents. 

The new, outdoor market would be of historic signifi-
cance to our Harlem community. It would channel the origi-
nal neighborhood La Marqueta of the past while providing 
key community engagement and bringing jobs to Harlem. 
When asked about the ambitiousness of the La Marqueta 
Mile, Assemblyman Wright aptly responded, “Of course 
it’s ambitious- it’s a mega-project- but if we didn’t have 
ambition, Harlem wouldn’t be the center of the universe 
and God’s green Earth.”

Assemblyman Wright is pleased to announce that the 2012 New York 
State Budget includes almost $400,000 dollars in funding for two of Har-
lem’s most indispensable organizations. The Neighborhood Defenders As-
sociation of Harlem and Harlem Legal Services are both groups committed 
to finding justice and providing excellent legal advice and representation for 
those who would otherwise be without. Organizations like these rely heavily 
on grants and state funding, and this money secured for them will ultimately 
be felt most by the Harlem community. 

The Neighborhood Defenders Services of Harlem received $138,722 in 
programmatic funding for the 2012-2013 fiscal year. “NDS is appreciative of 
the continued support of NYS government as we strive to meet the ever ex-
panding legal needs of our indigent constituents and their families,” said Rick 
Jones, Executive Director of  Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem. 

“Manhattan Legal Services, a part of Legal Services NYC, is extremely 
grateful for the support of the State Legislature and the leadership efforts 
of Assemblyman Keith Wright in ensuring that our funding is continued. 
In our Harlem office, the money we received will support the crucial work 
of representing victims of domestic violence as they strive to flee abusive 
relationships and rebuild their lives as well as supporting our work obtaining 
critical benefits for disabled clients.  Without this support, we would face the 
loss of a staff attorney to serve Harlem residents, translating into hundreds of 
vulnerable residents—disabled people and families facing violence—unable 
to access a lawyer,” said Peggy Earisman, Director of Harlem Legal Services. 




