
	  

	  

	  

 
 

1457 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY 10128 

t:  212.996.0745 
f:  212.289.4291 

info@civitasnyc.org 
www.civitasnyc.org 

July 31, 2013 
 
 
Mr. Thomas Lunke 
Director of Planning & Development 
Harlem Community Development Corporation 
163 West 125th Street, 17th Floor 
New York, NY 10027 
 
Dear Mr. Lunke: 
 
CIVITAS offers its support to the Harlem Community Development Corporation (HCDC) for a 
feasibility study to outline how its proposed La Marqueta Mile project, a new public open air food, arts 
and crafts market, can best be integrated into East Harlem.  
 
The La Marqueta Mile project would serve as a complement to efforts made by CIVITAS to transform 
Park Avenue by modernizing the zoning to allow for more commercial activity and vitality along the 
corridor. On January 15, 2013, Community Board 11 voted to accept the East Harlem Land Use & 
Rezoning Initiative Draft Rezoning Recommendation as presented by consultants Insight Associates and 
George M. Janes & Associates in collaboration with CIVITAS and Manhattan Community Board 11. 
Within the rezoning report we wrote that “the community vision is of a future Park Avenue that is a 
mixed-use commercial corridor that has activity 24/7 to help promote vibrant, active streets and 
opportunities for local business development.”  
 
The East Harlem zoning recommends the replacement of a great deal of residential zoning districts with 
more appropriate and versatile combination of residential, commercial and mixed use light 
manufacturing districts that are more befitting of that corridor’s potential as the longitudinal center of a 
culturally rich and vibrant neighborhood. The resulting development potential goes hand in hand with 
the La Marqueta Mile concept that would draw neighborhood residents and visitors alike to partake in 
the new activity along Park Avenue. 
 
We feel that this concept is worth further investigation and urge Harlem Community Development 
Corporation to study the feasibility of La Marqueta Mile as CIVITAS continues its mission to 
modernize the zoning of East Harlem to better serve the needs of its residents. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Hunter F. Armstrong 
Executive Director 
CIVITAS 
 


